
Board Meeting
November 14, 2018





▪ Consideration & Approval of 
Meeting Minutes, October 10, 
2018 (ACTION)

▪ Consideration & adoption of 
proposed Calendar-Year 2019 
Board meeting schedule 
(ACTION)
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Elev. % of
Reservoir MAF In Feet Capacity

Lake Powell 10.85 3,590.27 45

Lake Mead 9.88 1,078.35 38

Total Sys. Storage 27.67 MAF 47
Sys. Storage Last Yr. 32.57 MAF 55

(As of November 5, 2018)



▪ Observed WY-2018 Lake Powell inflow = 4.61 MAF 
(43% of normal)

▪ Observed April – July 2018 = 2.60 MAF (36% of normal)

▪ October Observed Inflow= 0.35 MAF (69% of normal)

▪ November Inflow Forecast = 0.32 MAF (68% of normal)

▪ WY-2019 Precipitation to date= 144%

(As of November 5, 2018)





(As of November 5, 2018)



▪ Brock Reservoir: 137,434 AF 
through November 1st;

▪ Senator Wash: 65,145 AF through 
November 1st;

▪ Excess Flows to Mexico: 5,970 AF 
through November 5th; and

▪ Bypassed to Cienega: 86,020 AF 
through  November 5th.

(Calendar Year data)
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Los Angeles Civic Center Precipitation



From October 1, 2018  to October 31, 2018

Precipitation in inches
Average Percent  of 

Station
Oct Oct 1 to Oct 31 to Date Average

San Luis Obispo 0.50 0.50 0.91 55%

Santa Barbara 0.42 0.42 0.69 61%

Los Angeles 0.57 0.57 0.56 102%

San Diego 0.57 0.57 0.51 112%

Blythe 0.85 0.85 0.27 315%

Imperial 0.02 0.02 0.25 8%

Precipitation at Six Major Stations in Southern California



Percent of Average Precipitation (%)
10/1/2018 – 11/5/2018

Western Regional Climate Center 
http://www.wrcc.dri.edu/cgi-bin/anomimage.pl?wrcOctPpct.gif



Current Reservoir 
Conditions
November 6, 2018



MWD’s Combined Reservoir Storage
as of November 1, 2018

Lake Skinner, Lake Mathews, and Diamond Valley Lake

Total Capacity = 1,036,000 Acre-Feet
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2018 Water Deliveries to Agencies (AF)

Delivery (AF) 10-Year Avg. % of Monthly Avg.

Total Delivery This Year: 1.35 MAF
Average Total Delivery to Date: 1.58 MAF
96% of Annual Average to Date 
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▪ Draft final DCP agreements posted to Reclamation’s webpage on October 
9th;

▪ Stakeholder briefings and outreach efforts ongoing in Upper Basin States;

▪ Efforts are ongoing in AZ and CA to develop and finalize intrastate 
agreements and new ICS exhibits;

▪ Small drafting group is working on a proposed seven states cover letter to 
Congressional delegations and would include DCP agreements and 
proposed federal legislation as attachments;

▪ Anticipated to finalize the seven states letter for distribution in late-
November; and

▪ Staff will circulate the final version of the letter among the agencies and 
request authorization for the Chairman to sign the letter as California’s 
Colorado River Commissioner



▪ M323 Binational Hydrology Work Group held its first 
meeting in Coronado, CA on October 16th

▪ Received status report of reservoir contents, system operations and 
current hydrologic conditions; and

▪ Reviewed roles responsibilities for the work group as described in M323

▪ Minute Oversight Group met on October 17th—

▪ Received status updates from M323 work group co-chairs;

▪ Discussed status of U.S. DCP efforts and process for activation 
of Section IV of M323 (Binational Water Scarcity Contingency 
Plan)



▪ Pursuant to Section IX.B of M323, the Binational 
Desalination Work Group has been evaluating the 
feasibility of binational desalination opportunities;

▪ M323 identifies potential areas of interest as—

▪ Pacific Ocean coast;

▪ New River;

▪ Gulf of California (Sonora and Baja coasts); and

▪ Wastewater treatment and reuse in Mexicali Valley and at the 
South Bay Intl. Wastewater Treatment Plant

▪ Work Group developed a proposed scope-of-work for the 
feasibility assessment for desalination opportunities along 
the Sonoran coast of the Gulf of California.





▪ Proposed Binational Desalination Opportunities Report is to 
include—

▪ Current and future unmet water demands in Sonora and Baja 
California, Mexico, and in the Lower Basin in the U.S.

▪ Desalination technologies that may be available/feasible;

▪ Primary focus area is Sonoran coast between Puerto Libertad and 
Puerto Peñasco;

▪ Identify opportunities that could provide up to 50 KAF/yr and a 
combined capacity of up to 200 KAF/yr;

▪ Identify portfolio of desalination concepts and feasible 
opportunities and mechanisms for exchange with Lower Basin 
water users; and

▪ Identify potential impacts to marine and terrestrial habitats and 
species.



▪ Proposed total cost of the study is up to $600,000;

▪ Cost-shared equally among—

▪ Central Arizona Water Conservation District;

▪ Arizona Department of Water Resources;

▪ Freeport-McMoRan Inc.;

▪ Salt River Project Agricultural Improvement District;

▪ Southern Nevada Water Authority; and

▪ Six Agency Committee.

▪ Final Desalination Opportunities Study Report is expected
to be completed by May 2020.



▪ Environmental Work Group met October 23rd in San Ysidro—

▪ Working on programmatic framework and 2018/2019 plans for 
water delivery, restoration, and monitoring

▪ Focused on resolving logistics for the delivery of water and 
funding from various sources

▪ Followed by Minute 319 “Lessons Learned” meeting in Tijuana 
on October 24-25



• Builds on limited assessment 

of tribal water issues in 

Colorado River Basin Study

• Conducted jointly by 

Reclamation and the Ten 

Tribes Partnership

• Objectives
– Assess current and future water 

development for tribes of the Ten 

Tribes Partnership

– Assess system impacts resulting 

from development of tribal water, 

including to those relying on 

unused tribal water

– Identify tribal water development 

challenges and opportunities 

• Study began in January 2014

Tribal Water Study
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Study Phases and Tasks – Status

Phase 1:

Current Tribal Water 

Use

Assessment

Phase 2:

Future Tribal Water 

Development

Assessment

Phase 3:

Assessment of 

System Impacts 

Phase 4:

Identification & 

Evaluation of 

Opportunities & 

Challenges 

Develop data 

collection template

Select methods to 

estimate current 

use

Meet with tribal reps 

to populate 

template

Catalog/analyze 

data

Complete model 

(CRSS) 

enhancements

Select methods to 

project future 

development

Conduct assessment 

of future development

Develop draft report 

sections

Identify system 

metrics

Determine modeling 

assumptions

Perform model 

simulations

Identify opportunities 

and challenges

Develop draft report 

sections

Synthesize and 

analyze results

Yellow denotes task is complete

Develop list of 

CRSS 

enhancements

Develop draft report 

sections

Develop draft report 

sections

Phase 5:

Final Report 

Production

Review and 

incorporate 

comments from 

Phase 1-4 draft 

report sections

Combine into final 

Study Report

Complete reviews

Rank influencing 

factors and develop 

scenarios 

Publish Study Report
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Review and Completion Process

• Internal reviews completed by UC/LC Reclamation staff 

and DOI attorneys

• November 21 – State fatal flaw comments due

• Submit comments to Pam Adams, padams@usbr.gov 

and KayLee Nelson, kdnelson@usbr.gov

• Publish report around CRWUA, December 12-14

28



▪ Forum & Advisory Council met in Santa Fe, NM on 
October 29-30;

▪ Received reports about recent changes in federal personnel 
and high-level vacancies remaining in several agencies;

▪ Program funding over the next four years (FY-2019 through 
FY-2022) is averaging $25 million/year;

▪ Funding is consistent with achieving an additional 63.5 
Ktons of salinity control as identified in the 2017 Triennial 
Review;

▪ Program is on track to achieve objective of 1.68 million tons 
of salinity control annually by 2035;



▪ USGS continues to prepare an updated salinity trends 
analysis for the watersheds in the Upper Basin, and is also 
evaluating water quality data in the context of landscape 
scale activities (grazing, mining, oil/gas exploration, fire 
management and climate change, etc.) 

▪ Paradox Valley Unit EIS Schedule—
▪ Draft EIS in July/August 2019
▪ Final EIS in late-2019 – early-2020
▪ Record of Decision in May 2020Work Group drafting a 

narrative for a Pah Tempe Springs project for discussion at the 
February Work Group meeting

▪ Forum and Advisory Council to meet in spring 2019 in 
Denver, CO for 100th meeting of the Forum



▪ Technical Work Group met via 
webinar on October 10th

▪ With input from technical 
committee, DOI approved High 
Flow Experiment (HFE)—

▪ HFE was conducted November 5-
8;

▪ Meant to move sediment to 
beaches;

▪ Not expected to affect water 
deliveries or lake levels; and

▪ Technical Work Group met via 
webinar on October 10th

▪ Group will next meet for Annual 
Reporting meeting in February 2019



▪ Steering Committee met in Las Vegas on October 24th

▪ Approved conservation easement for 630 ac of MWD 
property in Palo Verde Valley, at a cost of $9.73 M;

▪ This will become the new “Dennis Underwood
Conservation Area;”

▪ Discussed proposed down-listing of the razorback sucker 
from endangered to threatened





▪ Washington, D.C. Updates—
▪ Six Agency Committee Washington, D.C. representative,

Ms. Sara Tucker, prepared a report describing the results
and impacts of the mid-term elections on the potential
makeup of the next Congress

▪ Navajo Nation v. U.S. Department of the Interior
▪ Counsel for CVWD, Mr. Steve Abbott, prepared a status 

report regarding the on-going litigation between the 
Navajo Nation and DOI.  On November 14th a hearing is 
being held in the U.S. District Court in Arizona regarding 
the Nation’s motion to file a third amended complaint in 
the case.



December 13, 2018

10:00 a.m.

Augustus III

Caesar’s Palace

Las Vegas, Nevada


